Today’s Sermon Subjects ~ Speaker: Tim Canup
AM  “What Doth Hinder Me To Be Baptized” (Acts 8:35-38).
PM  “Christ’s Examination of Laodicia” (Revelation 3:14-22).

Those Privileged To Serve: Records For Last Week:
Announcements: Tim Winters Contribution: 1208.00
AM Song Leader:  Mark Miller Weekly Bible Readers: 4
AM Prayer: Jim Miller Sunday Bible Study: 24
Lord’s Supper: Matthew Winters; Bill Powers; | AM Worship: 38

Willard Ellison PM Worship: 27
PM Song Leader: = Matthew Winters Wednesday: 32
PM Open Prayer:  Lindy Hiatt
Lord’s Supper: Bill Powers Building Cleaning:

See Calendar on Bulletin Board

PM Close Prayer Jim Miller
Wed Song Leader:  Mark Miller Prepare Communion For August:
Wed Invitation: Bill Powers Linda Miller

Our Study of the Book of Revelation Will Continue This Evening!
Invite Your Friends & Family to Join Us For This Exciting Study!

PRESIDENT OBAMA CALLS FOR DEBATE ON ABORTION ~ Concluded

Let’s think about this issue from a coldly logical vantage point. Upon what
core issues can all sides agree? (1) When a male sperm and a female egg unite,
something happens. Something is henceforth there. (2) That something either is
living or non-living. Is there a third option? Clearly it is living. It takes nourishment and
receives oxygen. It exhibits movement. It undergoes cell replication. This is
undeniable. (3) This living thing either is human or non-human. Its DNA identifies it as
human. If it is non-human, the issue is resolved. It may be eliminated at any time, at
any stage, and for any purpose. We take the lives of plants and animals, to be used
for a higher good, without hesitation. The assumption of civilized society always has
been, however, that human life constitutes an entirely different category.

The president clearly believes and supports the theory that the lives of pre-
born infants are subject to the choices of society’s democratic process. He obviously
chooses not to believe that a living human being is purposefully killed in the abortion
procedure.

Since this is the case, why does he call for us to “reduce the number of
women seeking abortions”™? What's wrong with this logic?
[www.christiancourier.com/articles]
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On the day following his controversial
appearance at Notre Dame University (the most
prestigious  Catholic university in  America),
newspaper headlines touted: “Obama calls for
sensible abortion debate.” This came after days of
protesting, followed by a number of arrests and jail-
time - including former presidential candidate, Alan
Keyes, and a popular Catholic priest.

Perhaps a “sensible abortion debate” would
be in order, since our president is clearly conflicted
on this issue. This article is not intended to be a
political assessment of the president, nor to
denigrate him personally. It is designed to deal with
one point—the abortion controversy.

During the campaign, candidate Obama was
asked: “When does a baby get human rights?” His
answer was: "Well, you know, | think that whether
you're looking at it from a theological perspective or
a scientific perspective, answering that question with
specificity, you know, is above my pay grade."

What does pay grade have to do with the
facts?"

Consider some of the things the president
said in his speech at Notre Dame: “I do not suggest
that the debate surrounding abortion can or should
go away.” He is right; this controversy should not be
shoved aside. [Continued Inside]
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A Warm and Cordial Welcome To All Our Visitors!

Those Needing Our Prayers:

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).

Tom & Della Jones
Leroy Kennell
Tosha Miller

Jim Winters
Minnie Winters
Billie Farmer

Jesse Matkins & Family
Danielle Matkins
Edward Stike

Brent & Trish West
Kaleb Davis

Gertie Scalf

Our Shut-Ins:

Jean Miller

Steven Winters

The Kidder Family
Amanda Winters

Kendra Mabe

Debbie Cretsinger (Gout)
Lib Wyrick

Burl & Pearl Price
Michael Wilcox & Family
Lectureship

Shirley Boyer

Pete Pless

Cindy Canup — Back

Mark, Linda & Kiana Miller
Emileigh & Brentlee West — Travel
Savannah Bedenbaugh

Edgar & Dorothy Wilcox & Fam.
Trish West — Travel

Tammy Fagan & Family

Rita Douglas & Family

Wendy Vannoy — Travel

Alice Turnmire

Peter Eller, Sr.

Ocuto Family

Mary Turner — Margate Health & Rehab; Room #212; 540 Waugh Street, WJ, NC 28694

Our Weeé@ Bible Questions Will Return Next Week!

Calendar of Events:

» Aug 30 — Fellowship Meal following morning worship.

YV V V V

Sept 6 — Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Class — Following evening worship.
Sept 10 — Singing @ Margate — 6:30 — 7:30 pm.
Sept 12 — Ladies’ Day w/ Edy Cozort.

Sept 25-27 — 12" Annual Back To The Bible Lectures — “God’s Plan For Salvation.”

12" Annual Back To The Bible Lectures
September 25-27, 2009
Theme.: God's Plan For Salvation

Visit Us Online @ www.wjchurchofchrist.org

PRESIDENT OBAMA CALLS FOR DEBATE ON ABORTION ~ Continued

It is a life-and-death matter and someone is wrong about it—dead wrong! Mr.
Obama went on to say: “No matter how much we want to fudge it . . . the fact is that
at some level, the views of the two camps are irreconcilable.” That is precisely the
case. One camp contends a pregnant woman has a baby in her body; the other
alleges it is a non-baby—a disposable piece of tissue. It's that simple, and any fair-
minded person knows it.

The president protests what he calls the “caricature” of opposing views,
insisting that “fair-minded words” must be employed in the debate. A caricature is a
distortion that casts one’s opponent in a ridiculous light. Fair words are words that
accurately convey an opponent’s position. Was the president charging the pro-
choice defenders with caricature and the employment of unfair jargon? | don’t think
so; but if so, what are some examples? On the other hand, pro-life advocates do
use strong language and feel such is entirely warranted. A baby is killed. The
practice is labeled infanticide, or baby-murder. It appears this was the focus of the
president’s barb.

While we are on the subject, let's look at the vocabulary involved in this
“‘debate.” Words come in different packages. For example, there are synonyms and
there are antonyms. Synonyms are words that mean the same thing; antonyms are
opposite terms. One would think that logical people could tell the difference
between the two. Let us examine a few of the chosen descriptives.

What is the opposite of “pro-life”? It is not “pro-choice.” “Life” and “choice”
are not opposites. It is “pro-death.” But the advocates of abortion would not dare
adopt that expression. It is too dramatic, too volatile, too loaded—too true! Such
would be bad public relations. So, with obvious obfuscation they take refuge behind
the more socially acceptable “pro-choice.” This expression calls for further
amplification. “Choice” implies options; choice to do what? This is where the
vocabulary slope becomes slippery. The choice is to eliminate, eradicate, or
terminate. But this does not resolve the problem.

The next issue is: terminate what? Is this “thing” an “inert globule of organic
matter” (a self-conflicting descriptive), a zygote, a blastocyst, an embryo, or a fetus?
These are terms employed to describe different stages of gestational development.
But do they define whether the “it” is human or non-human? It must be one or the
other. This is about like using the words “baby,” “child,” “teen,” “adult,” and “senior.”
Do these expressions refer to humans or non-humans?

If those who oppose abortion are called anti-abortionists, why aren’t those in
the opposite camp labeled as pro-abortionists, instead of that euphonic pro-choice?
If President Obama’s fair-language policy is to prevail, he has considerable work to
do among his political allies.

[Continued on Back]



