Today’s Sermon Subjects ~ Speaker: Tim Canup
AM  “Sin—Part 2 — The Effects” (Romans 7:13)
PM  “Studies In Revelation — Chapter 1 Continued”

Those Privileged To Serve: Records For Last Week:

Announcements: Matthew Winters Contribution: $1019.00

AM Song Leader:  Tim Winters Weekly Bible Readers: 4

AM Prayer: Lindy Hiatt Sunday Bible Study: 26

Lord’s Supper: Mark Miller; Willard Ellison; | AM Worship: 42
David Turnmire PM Worship: 26

PM Song Leader: ~ Mark Miller Wednesday: 23

PM Prayer: Tim Winters Building Cleaning For June 14:

Lord’s Supper: Mark Miller Debbie Matkins Family

Wed Song Leader: Tim Winters Prepare Communion For June:

Wed Invitation: Matthew Winters Linda Powers & Alice Turnmire

Our Study of the Book of Revelation Will Continue This Evening!
Invite Your Friends & Family to Join Us For This Exciting Study!

Euphemisms ~ Concluded

It is sad to realize that some Christians even defend the use of euphemistic
expressions for the name of God. Some argue they do not mean “God” or
“‘Jesus” when they use a particular euphemism; however, one then could, by that
line of reasoning, use the actual name of “God” or “Jesus.” For example, if
someone could use the word “geez” and argue that they did not mean “Jesus the
Christ,” then one could just as well say “Jesus” and argue they did not mean
“Jesus the Christ,” but another Jesus, for there have been many who have had
this name, e.g., a pop singer in the 80’s by the name Jesus Jones).

Some argue they do not think it is wrong to use such words. There is a lot
at stake to just think we are right. What if we are wrong? Will God just overlook
our ignorance? If a person who uses the name of God in a vain or flippant way
will be held accountable before God, and a euphemism is the replacing of one
word for another to soften it, then the person who uses a euphemism for the
name of God will also be held accountable. “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his
tongue keepeth his soul from troubles” (Proverbs 21:23).
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Euphemisms
Tim Canup

James said, “If any man among you seem to be
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his
own heart, this man's religion is vain” (James 1:26). In
the third chapter of James, he gives us a clear picture
of the power and danger of an uncontrolled tongue.
Any student of the Holy Scriptures should be able to
realize the need to watch and control the tongue. We
should be aware of the fact that the words we use (and
how we use them) will be brought into judgment
(Matthew 12:36). Therefore, we should be careful
about the words we use, but how about euphemisms?
Many Christians use euphemisms for the name of
God, and perhaps it is because we simply have not
been properly educated about them. However, we
need to remember, ignorance in this area is not an
excuse.

What is a euphemism? Webster states: “the
use of a word or phrase that is less expressive or
direct but considered less distasteful, less offensive,
etc. than another; a word or phrase so substituted”
(Webster's New World College Dictionary, 4™ Edition,
490). An example of a euphemism would be the word
‘remains” for the word “corpse.” The Bible often uses
euphemisms. For example, Peter said, “...for since
the fathers fell asleep...,” which is a euphemism for
having died. The question then arises, “Are all
euphemisms wrong to use?” If not, which ones are?

(Continued Inside)



A Warm and Cordial Welcome To All Our Visitors!

Those Needing Our Prayers:

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).

Tom & Della Jones
Leroy Kennell

Tosha Miller

Jim Winters

Mandy & Matt Woodie
Kiana Miller

Jesse Matkins & Family
Danielle Matkins
Edward Stike

Rita Douglas & Family
Joe Allen Turner
Brandy Lewis

Our Shut-Ins:

Jean Miller

Steven Winters

Eugene & Lucille Kidder
Amanda Winters

Linda Roland (heart cath)
Kendra Make

Lib Wyrick

Burl & Pearl Price
Tammy Fagan & Family
Michael Wilcox & Family
Nellie Woodie Family
Shayna Thompson

Cindy Canup

Linda Miller

Mark Miller

Savannah Bedenbaugh
Brent & Trish West
Edgar & Dorothy Wilcox & Fam.
Denise Church

John Mayo

David Boone — Travel
Linda Holman — Travel
Bill Severt Family
Kelly Wolfe

Mary Turner — Margate Health & Rehab; Room #212; 540 Waugh Street, WJ, NC 28694

Our Weekly Bible Questions Will Return Soon!

Calendar of Events:

» June 7-11 — TCSOP Lectures — Theme: Parable of Jesus.

June 7 — Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Bible Class — Following Evening Services.

>
» June 8 — Singing @ Margate — 6:30 pm.
» June 25-27 — Vacation Bible School (Thur & Fri — 7:00-8:30 pm & Saturday 9-12 —

picnic after).

For More Information, Please See Bulletin Board in the Foyer

Our VAc 7110 BIBLE ScHooL Will be June 25-27
Theme: Fishing With The Master

Visit Us Online @ www.wjchurchofchrist.ory

Euphemisms ~ Continued
Moses was given the commandment on Mount Sinai, “Thou shalt not take the name
of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name
in vain” (Exodus 20:7). Concerning this, Guy N. Woods wrote:
Jehovah has ever regarded, with the greatest displeasure, any disposition on the
part of man to use his name in flippant, frivolous and profane fashion. The first
commandment of the decalogue was designed to protect the sanctity of God’s
being; the second forbade man to approach him through some human device; and,
the third (“Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain...”) was
formulated to guarantee respect and reverence for his name (Deut 5:7-11).

One is profane who uses sacred things in an irreverent and a blasphemous
manner. The word vain, in the third commandment of the decalogue, is translated
from a word which means in a light, flippant, and contemptuous fashion (Woods,
Questions and Answers — Open Forum, Vol. |, 181 — italics in original, bold added
for emphasis).

When a person uses the words, “God,” “Jesus,” “Lord” or any other variation of the
name of God in an interjectorily exclamation such as when one is surprised, shocked, in
wonder, protest, etc., then they have used the name of God in vain (in a flippant, frivolous or
profane way). Such use displays the highest disrespect to the Almighty Creator of us all!

How about the use of euphemisms that replace the words for “God,” “Jesus,” and
“Lord”? If one will review the definitions found in the dictionary such words will reveal that
even those outside of the church recognize such. Listed below are some words (with
definitions taken from Webster's New World Dictionary) commonly used as euphemisms for
the name of God or Jesus:

1. Gosh — “used to express surprise, wonder, etc.: orig. a euphemism for

God.”
2. Golly — “used to express surprise, wonder, etc.: orig. a euphemism for
God.”

3. Gee — “[euphemistic alternation of Jesus] — [slang ] used to signify

surprise, wonder, etc.

4. Gee Whiz — “[euphemistic alternation of Jesus] exclamation used

variously to express surprise, wonder, enthusiasm, protest, etc.”

5. Jeez (also spelled geez) — [euphemism for Jesus] — used variously to

express surprise, anger, annoyance, etc.”

6. Jeepers — [euphemistic alternation of Jesus] used to express mild

surprise or as a mild oath.”
These are just a few of the euphemisms that are used for the name of God and
Jesus. Brother Woods listed several others in the above mentioned work. Why
would anyone who professes to be Christians want to use a word or phrase that
would reflect dishonor or disrespect to God in any way? If we are unsure about a
word being a euphemism for the name of God, we should avoid it in order to guard
our tongues and our souls. [Continued On Back]



