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“SEEK GOOD, AND NOT EVIL,
THAT YE MAY LIVE”
Roger D. Campbell
The above words were spoken by Jehovah through His
prophet Amos to the people of Israel, the Northern Kingdom.
God had lovingly disciplined His children in the days of
Amos, yet the sad reality was, “. . . yet have ye not returned
unto me, saith the LORD” (Amos 4:6,8,9,10,11). The Book of
Amos sets forth what was amiss among God’s people in his
time, and it also sets forth the remedy for what ailed them.
Here is a passage that summarizes just what Israel needed to
do: “Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so the
LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken.
Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the
gate . . ." (Amos 5:14,15).
When it came to “good,” what was expected of God’s
people? To seek good, to love good, and to do good.
SEEK Good - The word “seek” points to taking the
initiative. It is not sitting by and waiting for something to
happen. One that seeks good is one that longs for, looks for,
and pursues what is good. In the context of Amos 5, before
Amos charged the people of God to seek good, at least twice
he had already told them to seek the Lord (5:4,5). Thus, in that
context, to “seek good” was the same as to “seek God.” By
God’s standard, there is no such thing as seeking good if one
leaves Him out of the equation!
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We recall that Jesus said, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). If we are going to be what the Lord
wants us to be in our spiritual lives, then we must have a burning desire for good or
righteousness. Real life comes only to those that seek good. Again, Amos 5:14 reads, “Seek
good, and not evil, that ye may live . . .” What does it mean to live? There were cases in the
Old Testament era in which the physical safety of the Israelites depended on their seeking
and doing good. In another sense, we have the very best life on earth in and through Jesus
(John 10:10). In addition, we look for life eternal in the world to come (Mark 10:30). True
spiritual life comes only to those who seek good.
LOVE Good - “Hate the evil and love the good” (Amos 5:15). It is not enough to
seek good. It is not sufficient to find good. Once one finds that which is good, he/she must
love it. What is not to love about the Giver of good and good itself?! Here is a clear truth that
we must not miss: God alone determines what is right or good in all moral and spiritual
matters. If we miss this point, we will ultimately miss heaven. God once told the nation of
Israel, “And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD . . .”
(Deuteronomy 6:18). Thus, in the eyes of God, to “love good” means to love what He says
or what He has determined is good or right. We ought to imitate the approach of the
Psalmist, who declared to God, “O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day”
(Psalm 119:97). Contrast that attitude with the heart of one who is condemned because he
does not love the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10). One that loves good loves God’s truth, and
one that loves His truth loves Him. Turn that around, and these truths remain: one that does
not love what is good/the truth does not love God.
DO Good - Though the context of Amos 5:14,15 does not specifically say to “do
good,” the implication is clearly there. What good would it do for Amos and his
contemporaries to seek good and claim to love good, if, in the end, they chose not to do
good? In reality, is it not the case that one who really loves the truth and what is good will
carry it out in his life? How can I profess to love what God calls “good” when I refuse to
follow what He says?
In the Bible, we often read about the concept of doing good. In some instances, the
Bible speaks about doing good to other people; in other words, treating them in a good
manner. Christians are instructed to “do good” unto all men, especially those who are of the
household of faith (Galatians 6:10). Jesus also spoke of this aspect of doing good: “And if ye
do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? For sinners also do even the
same” (Luke 6:33). So, there is a sense in which even lost people can “do good.”

While “being neighborly” is one aspect of doing good, the scriptural concept of doing
good encompasses more than being kind or helpful to others. Biblically speaking, “doing
good” also includes doing what God wants us to do. Who will enter the kingdom of heaven?
The one that “does the will” of the Father (Matthew 7:21). Who will enter into eternal life?
The one that is “righteous” (Matthew 25:46). Who will be raised from the dead unto life? The
one that “does good” (John 5:28,29). Put those three ideas together, and what do you have?
One that does good acts righteously, which means he obeys God’s will.
It is not complicated. Challenging, yes; complicated, no. Those that please God are
those that seek good, love good, and do good. Is that what the Lord sees in our lives?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that
entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To
him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice:
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them
out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his
voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This
parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not
what things they were which he spake unto them"
(John 10:1-6)
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July 9 – Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 Worship
July 22 – Cookout – begins about 3:00 – sign-up in foyer
Aug 6 – Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 Worship
Aug 6-11 – 8th Annual Old-Fashioned Tent Meeting with Mark Bass
Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Minnie Kennell

