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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING
Tonight Following Evening Worship

LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
Tonight Following Evening Worship

PREACH & EAT
Postponed Until February 12 Following Morning Worship

Special Announcement

CLOSING ON OUR NEW FACILITY WILL BE WEDNESDAY.
OUR FIRST SERVICES WILL BE HELD AT THE NEW BUILDING

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12.

THERE ARE MATERIALS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CABINETS, ETC.
THAT WILL HAVE TO BE MOVED. TEACHERS ARE ENCOURAGED
TO MOVE TO THEIR NEW CLASSROOMS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

THERE IS MUCH TO DO. IF YOU CAN HELP OUT, PLEASE DO SO.

A Holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, 'Lord, | would like to know what Heaven
and Hell are like.'

The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. In the middle
of the room was a large round table....In the middle of the table was a large pot of stew which smelled delicious
and made the holy man's mouth water.

The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished. They were holding
spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their arms and each found it possible to reach into the pot
of stew and take a spoonful.

But because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. The
holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. The Lord said, "You have seen Hell.’

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large
round table with the large pot of stew which made the holy man's mouth water. The people were equipped with
the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking.

The holy man said, 'l don't understand.’ "It is simple,’ said the Lord. 'lt requires but one skill. You see, they have
learned to feed each other. The greedy think only of themselves.'

When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of you.

Continued From Front Cover

Worldliness within the lives of Christians can cripple a church (1 Jn. 2:15). A worldly
lifestyle is counterproductive to developing spiritual strength.

Indifference can cripple a church. Apathy, an uncaring attitude will keep a congregation
from doing the works that it needs to do as the church and can ultimately lead to its
demise (Rev. 3:15-16).

Neglect can cripple a church. We need to be acutely aware of our special identity as the
Lord's body and be on guard to never neglect our blessings, or responsibilities, pertaining
to that identity (Heb. 2:3). Such realization should motivate us to actively serve God.

Doctrinal compromise can cripple a church. Our distinctiveness is inseparably tied to our
stand on what is right. It makes an eternal difference what we believe and teach and
practice. We must always and unashamedly stand on, and for, the truth of God's word (1
Tim. 3:15; 2 Tim. 4:1-4).

Contention and gossip can cripple a church (1 Cor. 1:10-11). Of course, gossip is often
the stimulus for contention (Ps. 64:1-4). Words have potential power, both for good and
evil (Jas. 3:5). The world should see the love of Christ exhibited between Christians (Jn.
13:34-35).

Ignorance of God's word can cripple a church (Acts 17:30). When the members of a
congregation don't know what the Bible teaches, the opportunity for error to enter in and
take hold is greater (Acts 20:28-30).

A tendency on the part of the member to be hot and cold can cripple a church. The church
needs to be persistent and continual in its teaching, work and service. It needs to be
dedicated to being the church and not slip back into complacency and worldliness (2 Pet.
2:20-22).

As a Christian you need to be aware that your strength will strengthen the church, and
your weakness can cripple it...



