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Those Needing Our Prayers: f[l‘l]urEn:k
“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:10).
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July 3 — Preach & Eat — Meal following Morning services

July 3 — Men’s Meeting & Ladies Class — Immediately following evening service
July 11 — Singing @ Margate — 6:30 pm.

Continued from Front Page:

Let us give brief mention to each of these three aspects, beginning with
grace. Grace has been defined as “unmerited favor.” God has extended to
man His favor by providing man with a way of salvation. But is salvation by
grace alone? You cannot put a sheet of paper into a three-ring binder that has
been punched with only one hole. Paul said, “For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” (Titus 2:11). If salvation is by
grace alone, then, according to what Paul said, all men will be saved or God is
a respecter of persons. We know that not all men will be saved, for Jesus said,
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew
7:21; cf. II Thessalonians 1:7-9). We also know God is not a respecter of
persons. Peter learned this just before taking to the gospel to the Gentiles
(Acts 10:34; cf. Deuteronomy 10:17; Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9). Salvation
has been provided by the grace of God, but salvation is not by grace alone.

Next, consider the aspect of faith. We cannot ignore what is said in
Hebrews 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith is “the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Biblical faith is our

personal belief or conviction, based on evidence (not a leap in the dark), in
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and that the Bible is the inerrant, inspired Word
of God. Paul said, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Romans 10:17). Can faith alone save us? Not according to the
inerrant, inspired Word of God. James said, “Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone...Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only” (James 2:17, 24). James is not referring to works of
merit (the deeds done by a person to earn salvation); but rather, he is
referring to works of obedience; but obedience to what?

This brings us to the third aspect of religion necessary to man for
salvation, and that being law. Paul said, “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). The
“faith” referred to by Paul is not our personal belief or conviction, but rather
the gospel system faith (cf. Acts 6:7 and Jude 3). The gospel contains facts to
be believed, such as the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ (I
Corinthians 15:1-4). However, it also contains commands to be obeyed. Paul
thanked God that the brethren at Rome had “obeyed from the heart, that
form of doctrine” (Romans 6:16-18). What was that “form of doctrine”?
Earlier in the same chapter (6:1-4) he told them what that form (or pattern)
was. Just as Jesus died, was buried and rose by the glory of God, we too
must die to our sins (repentance), be buried with Him (baptism), and rise to
walk in newness of life (faithful obedience to the commandments of God).

If we remove any of these aspects from God’s plan, then, just as the
paper will no longer fit into a three-ring binder with only one or two holes, so
our lives will not fit into God’s scheme of redemption. If we randomly punch
holes into the paper, in whatever location we “think” or “feel” is right, then the
paper will not fit into the notebook. What we “think” or “feel” may not be
according to the plan of the Almighty God (cf. Proverbs 14:12, 3:5-6; Isaiah
55:8-9). We must accept the teachings of the New Testament and never
change them in order to fit a preconceived idea.

Apply these principles in the account of Noah. We are told that “Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Genesis 6:8). Did God’s grace alone
save him? No! Noah had been given instruction from God (God had spoken
to him, cf. Hebrews 1:1-2). Noah had faith in God and he did “according to
all that God commanded him...” (Genesis 6:22). Although Noah had faith, it
was not faith alone that saved him; however, his faith caused him to obey
God’s will or law. “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house...” (Hebrews
11:7). It took all three of these aspects, grace, faith, and law, for Noah to be
saved. What will it take for us? God’s grace has been extended (John 3:16).
Now we must hear His Word and be obedient to the commands found therein.



