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Those Needing Our Prayers:

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16).
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Leroy Kennell
Everette Morefield

Shannon Rash
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Asher Powers

Linda & Mark Miller
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Sherry Rutherford
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Alene Miller Family
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Doris Black
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Winnie Jones Family
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Verna Lewis

October 2 — Ladies’ Day

October 3 — Men’s Business Meeting
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October 3 — Ladies’ Bible Class
Following Evening Service
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6:30 PM
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What then are parents to do? Train our children the best we can. When they fall, help
them get back up. When  they do something wrong or dumb, discipline them.
Encourage their abilities and rejoice in their accomplishments. Most of all, love them
from the beginning to the end. And always pray for them.

Now I want us to think about another part of this passage.. .the part about the child
“going.” The verse has in it a linear dynamic peculiar to the way Hebrews (and later
Christians) viewed history. People were (and are) seen as having a beginning as an
independent soul who progresses through life and ultimately becomes old.

The transitions our Kids go through are on my mind. Our own son moved through a
number of the stages of life and was on the cusp of more change before his untimely
death. Yes, Mom and Dad had to make adjustments, but so did our son. What guided
him as he went? What will guide your children as they follow the path of challenge and
change that all life entails?

Only one thing will suffice: a spiritual backbone made strong by reliance on the
principles revealed in God’s Word. Christianity is a revealed religion. It is known
before it is felt. Emotion serves the intellect, not he other way around. A young man or
woman must have at his or her disposal a reservoir of principle, a bedrock of truth.
God has provided this for us (John 17:17) and we are thankful that He has. Our late
son was once unfaithful and professed to be a pagan; but, before his death he returned
to his Lord and Master. Why did he do this and how did he know what to do?

Most kids are going out into life without the knowledge that truth is real and absolute.
They have been mis-trained to believe that everything is relative, that ethics are
situational and that the question of right and wrong is to be viewed subjectively. This is
a most dangerous and morally debilitating doctrine. It is powerful enough to undo good
parental training. This is so because moral relativism is permissive in character and as
such has a strong appeal to the lusts of the flesh. Relativism is effective because these
are the temptations to which young folks are most susceptible.

So we must do the best we can to train our children effectively and love them carefully.
Part of this is the practice of encouraging our own children and any other youngsters
whenever we see them doing good things. Let’s be sure that we, as parents and friends
of young people, do our part to help them secure their hearts as faithful children of
God. After all, they are going to go out into the old world and no matter what, it is to
us to help them be ready to go. .



