
 
 
 
 
 

The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the area 
that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom, and 
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northern France, celebrated their new year on 
November 1. This day marked the end of summer 
and the harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold 
winter, a time of year that was often associated with 
human death. Celts believed that on the night 
before the new year, the boundary between the 
worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. 
On the night of October 31, they celebrated 
Samhain, when it was believed that the ghosts of 
the dead returned to earth. In addition to causing 
trouble and damaging crops, Celts thought that the 
presence of the otherworldly spirits made it easier 
for the Druids, or Celtic priests, to make predictions 
about the future. For a people entirely dependent on 
the volatile natural world, these prophecies were an 
important source of comfort and direction during the 
long, dark winter. 

To commemorate the event, Druids built huge 
sacred bonfires, where the people gathered to burn 
crops and animals as sacrifices to the Celtic deities. 
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ring the celebration, the Celts wore costumes, typically consisting of 
al heads and skins, and attempted to tell each other's fortunes. When the 
ration was over, they re-lit their hearth fires, which they had extinguished 
er that evening, from the sacred bonfire to help protect them during the 
ing winter. 

 A.D. 43, Romans had conquered the majority of Celtic territory. In the 
se of the four hundred years that they ruled the Celtic lands, two festivals 
oman origin were combined with the traditional Celtic celebration of 
hain. 

 first was Feralia, a day in late October when the Romans traditionally 
memorated the passing of the dead. The second was a day to honor 
ona, the Roman goddess of fruit and trees. The symbol of Pomona is the 
e and the incorporation of this celebration into Samhain probably explains 
radition of "bobbing" for apples that is practiced today on Halloween. 

 the 800s, the influence of Christianity had spread into Celtic lands. In the 
nth century, Pope Boniface IV designated November 1 All Saints' Day, a 
 to honor saints and martyrs. It is widely believed today that the pope was 
pting to replace the Celtic festival of the dead with a related, but church-

tioned holiday. The celebration was also called All-hallows or All-hallowmas 
 Middle English Alholowmesse meaning All Saints' Day) and the night 

re it, the night of Samhain, began to be called All-hallows Eve and, 
tually, Halloween. Even later, in A.D. 1000, the church would make 
mber 2 All Souls' Day, a day to honor the dead. It was celebrated similarly 
amhain, with big bonfires, parades, and dressing up in costumes as saints, 
ls, and devils. Together, the three celebrations, the eve of All Saints', All 

Saints', and All Souls', were called Hallowmas. 
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fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). 
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UUUPPPCCCOOOMMMIIINNNGGG   EEEVVVEEENNNTTTSSS   
Ø OCTOBER 25 – PREACH & EAT 

Ø NOVEMBER 1 – MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS – AFTER P

61. Jochebed. Exodus 6:20. 
62. Hannah. 1 Samuel 1:20. 
63. Elizabeth. Luke 1. 
64. Bathsheba. 2 Samuel 12:24. 
65. Paul. 2 Corinthians 12:9. 
66. Yes. Matthew 9:12. 
67. Yes. John 16:13. 
68. No. 
69. Yes. John 14:26. 
70. World, flesh, and the devil. Ephesians 6:11-12; Romans 7:18, 22-23. 
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The Punishment of Hell 

here are people who deny that anyone will experience co
ishment in hell, the scriptures clearly teach that very thing! Hell is 
eparation. Jesus spoke of hell as an outer darkness (separated 
the true light) where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth - 
5:30. John described hell as the second death (separated from the 
fe) - Revelation 21:8. 

ce of suffering. Paul’s letter to the church at Rome indicates there 
ulation and aguish there – Romans 2:8-9. Souls in hell will not be 
, but rather exposed to an eternal punishment – Hebrews 10:27-
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