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What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
Tim Canup  

 

When it comes to the question, “What must I do to be 

saved?” it is perhaps the single most important question one 

could ask.  It is a question that would receive many different 

answers in our world today; however, there is only one answer that matters, and that is God’s 

answer.  The Bereans were commended because they “…received the Word with all readiness of 

mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).  As Paul 

instructed, let us “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (I Thess 5:21).  Jesus said, “All 

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matt 28:18).  When it comes to matters of 

religion, Jesus has all authority; therefore, to correctly answer this question, let us turn to the 

Bible and see what Jesus has to say. 

Jesus impressed upon those of His day the importance of Hearing (read Luke 8:11-21).  

We must hear the Word of God (or the gospel).  That involves a proper understanding of what 

God would have us to do (John 6:44-45).  Jesus also emphasized the importance of Faith or 

Belief (read John 8:24); but He never taught salvation came at the moment of faith or belief with 

no further acts of obedience (read Matthew 7:21-23).  Jesus taught the necessity of Repentance 

(read Luke 13:1-5).  For one to repent means they turn from their sins, not just feeling or being 

sorry for their sin (read II Corinthians 7:1-12).  Jesus clearly stated that one must Confess Him 

before others (read Matthew 10:32-33).  We must confess that He is the Son of God (read I John 

4:15) not only with the mouth, but also in the way we live. 

Although all these steps listed are important to obtaining salvation, it is not all that Jesus 

taught.  He also taught that one MUST be Baptized in order to obtain salvation from their past 

sins (carefully read Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38, Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12, I Peter 3:21).  
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Baptism is a command given by Jesus in order for one to obtain salvation.  Question:  Did Jesus 

ever give a non-essential command?  Many in the religious world claim salvation at the point 

they had faith in Jesus and then later they were baptized.  However, Jesus said, “He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” (Mark 16:16)  He did not say, “He that believeth and 

is saved shall be baptized…”  Think about it… 

Jesus never taught (nor anyone else in the Bible) that salvation was by any one act alone 

(for example, hearing or believing).  Salvation comes by our complete obedience (Hebrews 5:8-

9) to all the commandments found in the Gospel, which has been given to us by the Grace of 

God (Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 2:11-12). 

If you would like to know more about what to do to become a Christian, or if you would 

like to enroll in a correspondence course by mail (no cost or obligation to you), please return this 

coupon to:  Back To The Bible; 221 Barnett Street; West Jefferson, NC  28694 or visit our 

website @ www.wjchurchofchrist.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Yes, I am interested in a correspondence course by mail. 

    Yes, I am interested in an in-home Bible study. 

    Yes, I would like a free copy of the Searching For Truth DVD 
 

Name:                                 

Address:                     

City:     State:  Zip:      

Phone: (               )                     -          


